The Epistle to the Romans

Study 10

Romans 5
12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 

16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 

17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ) 

18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

All human beings in time past, present and future have one federal head,  namely Adam.  Adam represents the human race.  All of us can’t run away from the fact that Adam was our federal head because all of us descend from him.  He was our representative in the Garden of Eden.  He was created perfect, sinless.  In the Garden of Eden he was on probation.  God gave Him this command,  
Genesis 2:16-17, "And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."  
He failed the test.  Satan tempted him by saying that if he partook of that fruit he would be like God Himself.  He succumbed because he wanted to be like God.  He partook of it and died.  He didn’t die physically immediately, but eventually he had to die.  But immediately he died spiritually - He was separated from the one true living God.  Adam was our federal head.  He fell.  In him, we have fallen too, whether we like it or not.  He fell and became a sinner and we have fallen in him and have become born sinners whether we like it or not.  
All believers in the Lord Jesus Christ have another federal head, namely Jesus Christ.  As we go along in this study we shall see the contrasts between this federal head (the second Adam), our Lord Jesus Christ and the other federal head, the first Adam.
1. V 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Qn:  The ‘wherefore’ or ‘therefore’ connects what follows to what precedes this word.  What precedes is that believers have been reconciled to God through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ  (Rom 5:8-11).  What follows the word ‘wherefore’ is this truth, “as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  
How did sin enter into the world?

.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What did Adam pass on to his posterity – the many sinful acts that he committed or the sin nature that he came to possess because of his first disobedience?
.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What is the result of sin?

..............................................................................................................................................................Qn:  
What does death mean?

..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What is the best proof that sin is in the world?

..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What can you say about this death described in Revelation 21:8, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."

2. ..............................................................................................................................................................V 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

Qn:  Until the law of Moses was given at Mt Sinai, sin was already in the world.  For example, during the time of Noah what men did was only continually evil in the sight of God.  Then we have the gross sins committed in Sodom and Gomorrah.  But sin cannot be imputed if there is no law.  So what laws were present even before the laws of Moses were given?

.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................

3. V 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.
Qn:  The fact that death reigned from Adam to Moses proved that all people were guilty of sin from Adam to the time of Moses.  All would have sinned by their action as Adam did.  But, there was group of people who did not and could not sin like Adam did – infants!  Yet, they died.  What is the explanation?
.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Comment: Adam “is the figure of him that was to come.”  Adam is a type of Christ who was to come.

4. V 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 

Next let’s consider the contrasts relating to the two federal heads – Adam and our Lord Jesus Christ.  First,  let’s see the Contrast between the Offence (the transgression) of Adam and the Free Gift of Christ. 

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  The free gift is not like the offence of Adam.  Look at the consequence of Adam’s offence (transgression).  By his one act of sin, he brought death to many – to the whole human race.  Man dies physically, but more importantly he dies spiritually.  He is separated from the one true living God and has no spiritual life in him, because he is cut off from the source of life and is destined for eternal hell punishment.

Qn:  Some might say, “It’s unfair.  How can I be made to pay for Adam’s sin?”  What is your answer?

.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................

5. V 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
Comments: The free gift is by the grace of Jesus Christ and is unlike the transgression of Adam. This grace is the grace of God.  This gift given out of grace overflows to many, namely those who believe in Him.  The one act of transgression of Adam brought about death to many (to the human race).  But Christ’s act of salvation in contrast to Adam’s one act made a far far greater impact.  His gift by grace is described as ‘much more’. 

Qn:  Why is Christ’s one act of salvation in contrast to Adam’s one act of transgression described as much more in terms of impact?

(1) Comment on Christ’s power in breaking the power of sin and death.  Is the breaking one way or can it be reversed?
(2) Adam’s transgression brought about condemnation.  Was this condemnation reversible?  What about Christ’s act of redemption – is it permanent or reversible?

(3) Was the effect of Adam’s sin permanent or could it be nullified?  How?

(4) Did Christ’s gift by grace restore man to the original state of innocence or did it do much more?

.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
6. V16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 

Next, let’s see the Contrast between Christ’s justification and Adam’s condemnation.  The gift (that results in justification) is not like that which came through the one who sinned (not like the transgression which resulted in condemnation).   ….. ie Christ’s gift is not like the transgression of Adam.   
Qn:  God’s judgment on Adam and his descendents arose from only one transgression.  This judgment resulted in condemnation.  In contrast, what did the free gift arise from - one or many transgressions?  What was the result of this free gift?
.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Truth number one we need to understand is that God hates sin so much that just one sin condemned the entire human race.  Consider truth number two …. His love for sinners is greater than His hatred for the sinners’ sins.  Comment on this second truth in the light of His provision for redemption for the sins of man.
.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
7. V17  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ) 

Look at the next contrast – the Contrast between the Desired results of Christ’s act and Adam’s act.
Qn:  Did Adam intend to cause death to reign over him and his descendents through his act of obedience?  What result did he desire by partaking of the fruit?  Often when we sin eg gamble, do we get the desired result?

.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Did Christ’s death have the desired results?
.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Think of the ‘much more’ with regards to the power and impact of the Second Adam versus the power and impact of the first Adam.  The impact of the first Adam through his transgression has been terrible.  It put men into eternal misery and ruin.  In what way is the solution provided by the Second Adam ‘much more’?
.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
8. V 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

Qn: Through Christ’s work, His obedience and His righteousness the free gift of eternal life comes upon all men.  Verses 18 and 19 summarise what Paul teaches in the earlier verses.  Paraphrase these 2 verses.  Does the ‘all men’ teach universalism?

..............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
9. V 20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

Qn:  Does the law cause sin to increase?

.............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
10. V 20 ……. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:  21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

Qn:  Quoting Sproul: “There is greater measure of grace in this world than there is of sin and evil.”  Is this statement true?  What happens if God were to withdraw His grace?  What happens if God were to withdraw His Holy Spirit?

.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
Qn:   Today sin rules until death is evidenced in every graveyard, every hospital, every groan, every despair.  But unto what does grace rule?  Can grace rule without righteousness?
.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
11. Qn:  What does the ‘much more’ in this passage mean to you?
.............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................
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